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site in South Korea and defending the Demili-
tarized Zone between North and South Korea.
Brigadier General Glacel served as Political
Military Planner in J–5 (Plans), the Joint Staff,
Washington, D.C., where he was instrumental
in the negotiations in Vienna, Austria, for the
Conference for Security and Cooperation in
Europe between the NATO, Warsaw Pact, and
nonaligned countries.

In 1992, Brigadier General Glacel became
the Division Artillery Commander for the 7th
Infantry Division (Light) at Fort Ord, California.
After inactivating that unit due to Congression-
ally mandated downsizing of the Army, Briga-
dier General Glacel served as Executive Offi-
cer to the Under Secretary of the Army in
Washington, D.C.

In 1995, Brigadier General Glacel assumed
the position of Chief of the Requirements and
Programs Branch, Office of the Assistant Chief
of Staff for Policy in SHAPE, Belgium. In this
capacity, Brigadier General Glacel was re-
sponsible for the background studies leading
to the enlargement of NATO to nineteen coun-
tries with the admission of Poland, Hungary,
and the Czech Republic.

Brigadier General Glacel has spent the last
two years as Commanding General of the
U.S. Army’s Test and Experimentation Com-
mand, Fort Hood, Texas. He is responsible for
all operational testing of Army equipment with
particular emphasis on the Force XXI digitized
Army, the backbone of our future force.

Brigadier General Glacel is a graduate of
the United States Army Command and Gen-
eral Staff College and the Industrial College of
the Armed Forces. He holds masters degrees
in both civil and mechanical engineering from
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology as
well as a masters degree in business adminis-
tration from Boston University. His awards in-
clude the Legion of Merit, the Bronze Star
Medal, the Defense Meritorious Service
Medal, and the Meritorious Service Medal.

Mr. Speaker, Brigadier General Bob Glacel
is the kind of officer that all soldiers strive to
be. He has spent thirty years serving our
country, mentoring young officers and soldiers,
maintaining standards of excellence, and serv-
ing his country in an exemplary fashion. The
U.S. Army is a better institution for his service.
I know the Members of the House will join me
in offering gratitude to Brigadier General
Glacel and his family—his wife, Barbara, and
his daughters, Jennifer, Sarah, and Ashley—
for their service to our nation, and we wish
them all the best in the years ahead.
f
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Mr. WEYGAND. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor the memory of Richard J. Cronin, Sr., a
distinguished Rhode Islander and close family
friend to whom I owe a great deal. Richard
was a model of the East Providence commu-
nity and will be remembered by all as a dedi-
cated, compassionate and selfless citizen.

During the course of our lives, we meet a
handful of people who, we later realize, played
integral roles in the development of our char-
acter. Richard Cronin was such a person in

my life. My earliest memories of him date back
to my childhood, when I would visit my grand-
parents in East Providence. Richard’s family
lived next door to them, and before long the
Cronin family became as familiar to me as my
own. While Richard and his wife Mildred chat-
ted amiably with my grandparents, I would join
the Cronin boys, Danny and Richard, in explo-
ration of the neighborhood surrounding us.

I continued my contact with Richard
throughout my professional career, and had
the honor of serving with him on the East
Providence Planning Board, of which he was
a charter member and chairman. He retired
from the board on May 20, 1980, with a distin-
guished record of service behind him. I suc-
ceeded him as chair of the Planning Board
and drew on his example of honest and fair
leadership to help me face this new challenge.
Richard introduced me to the realm of public
service, and I hope to maintain the high stand-
ards he expected of me and of those around
him.

Richard wore many hats in the community
and will be remembered for his numerous con-
tributions. The owner of two businesses, Rich-
ard was a visible figure in the transportation
and construction fields. He belonged to ap-
proximately a dozen trade organizations, and
served as president of the Rhode Island Truck
Owners Association and the New England
Tank Truck Carriers. His community service
was illustrated by his activity at St. Brendan
Church and his status as board member of the
East Providence Boys Club.

I attended Richard’s memorial service last
week and realized that all those present had
been blessed by knowing this great man. He
instilled in all of us a passion of life and a de-
sire to improve ourselves and our sur-
roundings. I will always consider him one of
my mentors, the person who taught me the
great joys and responsibilities of public serv-
ice. I offer my most heartfelt sympathy to the
family and friends that survived him and prom-
ise to honor his memory not only in words but
also by striving to reach the high standards by
which he lived his fruitful life.
f

DR. EDGAR WAYBURN,
TRAILBLAZER

HON. NANCY PELOSI
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, August 5, 1999

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, on Wednesday,
August 11, President Clinton will present Dr.
Edgar Wayburn, longtime environmental activ-
ist in the San Francisco Bay Area, with the
Presidential Medal of Freedom. The White
House ceremony marks yet another milestone
along the trail of a lifelong pursuit of environ-
mental wisdom. In spotlighting Edgar
Wayburn’s achievements, the President is also
underscoring the critical importance of envi-
ronmental conservation in an era of scarce
water, warming climates, sprawling popu-
lations, overcrowded parks, disintegrating
habitats, and declining species.

Indeed, Dr. Wayburn, the honorary presi-
dent-for-life of the Sierra Club, has devoted
most of his 92 years to the goals of preserving
the world’s wild areas and enhancing the nat-
ural environment for the benefit of future gen-
erations. In following this trail, he has always

marched in the company of this own extraor-
dinary wit and humor—and in the company of
his extraordinarily supportive wife, Peggy, a
force of nature in her own right.

Even in the context of his long commitment
to the environment, however, Alaska came to
occupy a special place in Dr. Wayburn’s world
view. More than 30 years ago, he and Peggy
visited the northernmost state for the first time.
Alaska has literally never been the same since
that visit. Dr. Wayburn and Peggy were so
captivated by the glories of the Alaskan land-
scape that he has devoted a generous share
of his life to preserving its majestic vistas, lofty
mountains, and free-flowing rivers.

The national campaign that flowed from that
first visit, and the hundreds of visits that fol-
lowed, culminated successfully in the enact-
ment of the Alaska Lands Act, which President
Carter signed into law in 1980. It remains the
largest public lands legislation in the history of
the U.S. Congress. Everyone associated with
that epochal event will readily grant Dr.
Wayburn the lion’s share of the credit for play-
ing such a critical and essential role in pro-
tecting the vast and varied landscapes of
Alaska. Today, some 104 million acres remain
wild largely because of the epiphany that oc-
curred during Dr. Wayburn’s first trip to ‘‘the
last frontier.’’

Not content with his heavy lifting on behalf
of the Alaskan wilderness, Dr. Wayburn was
simultaneously engaged in the struggle to cre-
ate and expand Redwood National Park in
Northern California. He worked closely with
our former colleague, the late Philip Burton,
who led the long struggle that eventually
brought forth the eternal preservation of a pris-
tine example of ancient forest.

Few of us living in Northern California at the
time will soon forget the fractious debate that
ricocheted through the streets of our commu-
nities and the halls of Congress. The noise
grew most thunderous when the advocates of
local jobs and forest preservation stood toe-to-
toe in verbal slugfests. At all times during this
difficult journey, Dr. Wayburn was steadfast in
his recognition of the lasting importance of the
inspiring redwoods. Today, these giants have
a permanent home in a coastal habitat of
75,000 fog-shrouded acres. Redwood National
Park is also listed as a UNESCO World Herit-
age Site and Biosphere Preserve and is vis-
ited by thousands of people every year from
the United States and abroad.

In San Francisco, Dr. Wayburn dem-
onstrated a similarly high standard of leader-
ship in orchestrating the creation of Golden
Gate National Recreation Area (GGNRA). As
a result of Dr. Wayburn’s visionary insights, an
almost continuous greenbelt now stretches
down the Pacific Coast from Pt. Reyes Sea-
shore to Sweeney Ridge. In the 1960s the
very notion of an urban national park was an
alien concept to Congress and the National
Park Service (NPS); but thanks to the tireless
labors of Phil Burton and Dr. Wayburn along
with the support of the local community and
local environmentalists, GGNRA finally
emerged in 1972 as a protected niche for a
new kind of NPS administrative unit.

Today, GGNRA, with more than 22 million
visitors annually, is the most visited site in the
NPS system. Within its boundaries are red-
wood forests, beaches, dramatic headlands,
marshes, abundant wildlife, historic forts, is-
lands in the Bay, and a world-famous prison—
and all of this incredible diversity lies within
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